Research Topics Assignment

(Current Events)

Name: _______________________________
Class/Section:_________________

Background:


Keeping current on trends and technology is a vital part of being a successful and effective professional in the world of computers and computer networking.  Constantly researching and reviewing articles dealing with new trends and developments in the technology of maintaining this equipment will help you to keep your skills up to date, and will help you to retain expert knowledge.

Assignment:


Throughout the semester, you are to collect articles that report on current events in electronics, as they apply to computers and computer networks.  These articles can be found in trade journals, technical periodicals, or reputable online sources. You will orally report on a minimum of three articles, and turn in a written summary on each.  These articles can be anything related to: 

-
Computer testing and troubleshooting.

-
Computer/network repair hints and tips.

-
New types of electronic devices used in computing/networking.

-
New technologies used in data transfer or computer networking.

-
Computer and/or network troubleshooting/testing equipment. 

-
Any other topic specifically related to computers and networks.  

If unsure about a topic or article, please see the Instructor for guidance.  Articles MUST be related to electronics, computers, and/or networks.

Additional Information:


The content of these current events articles is testable!  In other words: The information from current events that are presented in class may be used in tests and quizzes.  Therefore, when you turn in a current events report, you must make enough copies of the article and your summary to hand out to each member of the class, as well as the Instructor.

Scheduled Due Dates:


All articles must be submitted (orally and in writing) by the following dates.  Failure to report by the due date will result in points being deducted from the assignment:





Report

Date

Oral

Inst.





Due Date
Turned In
Report

Initial


First Article:

9/14/01
_______
_______
______


Second Article:
10/19/01
_______
_______
______


Third Article:

11/30/01
_______
_______
______

Article Reports and Procedures:


Attach this page to your report each time that you turn in an article.  The report must include a copy of the article, and your written summary of the report.  The written summary must contain a brief synopsis of the article, and you reaction to the article.  Describe how you feel this article applies to you, and how you think it will have an effect on your profession. 


The Instructor will initial the spaces above, and give this sheet back to you.  Do NOT throw away this sheet.  You will turn it in at the end of the semester to receive credit for all of your reports.  If the Instructor has to reconstruct your report progress, it will cost you points!  
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