Sample Research Paper Grading Criteria

GRADE: (
A
B
C
D
F

Required Elements:


Title Page


Outline


Introduction


Body


Summary & Conclusion

    Bibliography


Has all required elements listed, and is consistently and correctly formatted throughout.


Has all required elements listed, but has only minor flaws in format.
Has at least a title page, outline, body, summary and conclusions, and bibliography, with minor laws in format.
Has only a title page, body, and bibliography, or inconsistent format
Does not contain most of required elements.

Source Citations:


Cites sources in body


Bibliography


Citations match

       Bibliography


Frequent use of source citations in text.

All graphics have a source citation, if applicable.

Contains a properly formatted bibliography.

Citations in text match sources listed in bibliography.


Frequent use of source citations in text.

Contains a properly formatted bibliography.

Citations in text very closely match sources in bibliography (no more than 2 errors).
Occasional source citations in text.

Bibliography and text citations closely, but not exactly match (no more than 4 errors).
Few source citations.

Bibliography and text citations do not match.
No source citations. 

No bibliography.

Problem Identification:


Problem statement


Very specific statement of problem/situation.


Well written statement of problem/situation.


Adequate statement of problem/situation.


Inadequate description of problem.


Description of problem is vague and inadequate.

Technical Information:


Comparison of

        Technologies


Comparison of existing state of technology to that which is proposed.


Comparison of existing state of technology to that which is proposed.


Discusses proposed technology with brief comparison to existing technology.


Brief descriptions of both existing and proposed technologies.


Does not discuss how the proposed or studied technology operates.



Problem Solving:

    Recommendations and 

      Solutions
Recommendations for solution and describes alternative solutions.


Recommendations for solution and discusses possibility of alternative solutions.


Recommendation for solution to original problem, no alternative solutions mentioned.
No recommendation for solutions.
Does not offer a solution.

Evidence of wide variety

        of research tools.


Many resources utilized in gathering information (at least 10).


Several resources utilized in gathering information (at least 7).


Adequate sources utilized in gathering information (at least 5).


Inadequate number of sources utilized (only 4).


Inadequate number of sources utilized (less than 4).

Technical accuracy of

     Research Material:


All references are verifiable and correct, all easy to find.


All references are verifiable,  a few from unrecognized sources.
Most references are verifiable, a few hard to find sources.
Most references are difficult to find or outdated.
No verifiable information.

Appearance:


Spelling


Grammar


Punctuation


Overall neatness


No spelling errors.

Very few grammatical errors.

Proper use of punctuation.

Paper is neat and well organized into sections, with section headings.

Main parts of paper (outline, body,  and bibliography) are correctly identified.


No more than 3 spelling errors.

No more than 3 grammatical errors.

Proper use of punctuation.

Paper is neat and well organized into sections, with section headings.

Main parts of paper (outline, body,  and bibliography) are correctly identified.


Few spelling errors.

Occasional grammatical errors.

Proper use of punctuation.

Paper is organized into main parts (title page, body, bibliography).
Many spelling errors.

Many grammatical errors.

Has many punctuation errors.

Not organized into sections, or sections don’t match those stated in outline..
Multiple spelling and grammatical errors.

Lack of coherent sentences.

No evidence of use  of punctuation rules.

No evidence of organization.
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                    = FINAL SCORE:           / 8     










  = FINAL GRADE: _______

A = 93 - 100
B =84 – 92 
C = 74 – 83
D = 65 – 73
F = < 65

Note:  An “F” in any category may result in an “F” for the project!
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